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SCCM 2025 Annual Congress 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended Annual Congress 2025 in 
Orlando, Florida! It was great to see everyone and catch up with old 
friends and learn new things. Thank you for stopping by the Florida 
Chapter table and if you left us contact information, we will be reaching 
out shortly. If you are interested in joining the Florida Chapter and 
getting more involved, please reach out at 
FLChapterSCCM@gmail.com. 
 

Congratulations to our New Officers for 2025 - 2026 
 

President Elect 
Keith Dombrowski 

 
Treasurer 

Nathanial Drexler 
 

Secretary 
Lolade Bakare 

 
Board of Directors 

Laura Goyack 
David Bostick 

Caitlin Thomas 
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What to Expect in 2025 
 

The year started off strong with active engagement from all the committees. We have a few new 
things this year that we are excited about, and I have highlighted a few of them below: 
 

• Every other month, we host Interfacility Critical Care Didactic Sessions from AdventHealth 
Orlando and Orlando Regional Medical Center 

• Three new scholarships to attend SCCM Annual Congress or alternative SCCM 
educational sessions are now offered for those who meet criteria and have an accepted 
abstract or poster at Florida Chapter Annual Symposium 

• We plan to host our Annual Florida Chapter Symposium at The Embassy Suites in Tampa 
and it has been expanded to a two day event on October 3-4. Stay connected with us on 
X, Facebook, and LinkedIn so you can receive the most up to date information regarding 
events! 

• New Mentor Mentee Program: The Chapter is offering opportunities for members to 
connect with other professionals to enhance collaboration and support members 
interested in becoming a fellow of the American College of Critical Care Medicine (FCCM). 

   
Upcoming Events 

 
Annual Symposium – Friday, October 3rd to Saturday, October 4th, 2025 
Embassy Suites Tampa in Tampa, FL 
 

 
 

We invite everyone to join us in Tampa, FL for the Annual Symposium. We will also be hosting a 
networking event the night before, which is a great opportunity to meet other critical care 
professionals from across the state! 
Annual Symposium - Florida Chapter Society of Critical Care Medicine 

https://floridasccm.com/annual-symposium/
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Critical Care Echocardiography and Ultrasound Course – Friday, October 10, 2025 
AdventHealth Nicholson Center in Celebration, FL 
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Please reach out to us if you are interested in becoming more involved in the Florida 
Chapter. We encourage you to join one of our committees and participate in some of our events 
this year. To stay up to date with what is going on within our chapter, please follow us on social 
media and check out Upcoming Events on our website. https://floridasccm.com. 
  
There are lots of ways to connect so don’t miss us on Facebook @FLChapterSCCM, X 
@SCCMFL, LinkedIn sccm-florida-chapter, or email us at FLChapterSCCM@gmail.com. We 
look forward to collaborating with you this year! 
 

2025 SCCM Awards 

 

about:blank
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The Drs Joseph and Rae Brown Award yearly recognized an SCCM member who has 
significantly advanced multiprofessional quality care for critically ill and injured patients. This 
year’s award winner was our very own, Kaitlin Alexander, PharmD. Katilin has made significant 
contributions to the Florida Chapter over the years and is our incoming President for 2025-2026. 
Congratulations and thank you for your commitment to critical care every day. 
 

 
 

Looking Back at 2024 
 

We started the Interfacility Critical Care Medicine Didactics which are available to chapter 
members every other month. These have been a great success keeping up to date with new 
topics as well as learning about new investigations and therapies for common scenarios. After 
the lecture is finished, there is great discussions about the topic presented. 
 
Some of the most recent topics and lectures have been: 

  
Cardiovascular Complication in Pregnancy 

Liver Dialysis and M.A.R.S 
Airway Pressure Release Ventilation (APRV) 

Patient-Ventilator Asynchrony 
Updates in Pancreatitis Management 

 
 

We had 3 scholarship winners from 2024. Congratulations to Rita Gayed, PharmD, Rameez 
Rao, MD, and Jordan Carbano, MD. Very well deserved. If you are interested in how to apply for 
the Florida Chapter Scholarships, please see the FAQs below. 
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Committee Updates 
 
Annual Symposium Planning Committee 
Melissa Levesque, PharmD, BCCCP, FCCM; mlevesque@tgh.org 
Czarina Bock, PharmD, BCCCP; cbock@tgh.org 
Incoming Chair: Laurie Goyack, MD; laura.goyack@orlandohealth.com 
 
We will be holding the FL Chapter SCCM Annual Symposium on October 3rd and 4th 2025 at the 
Embassy Suites in Tampa FL. We will have several talks, each one unique to the various 
service lines to match this year’s theme of “Servicing the Service Line”. Some exciting topics 
include High Dose Insulin and ECMO in the Poisoned Patient, Status Epilepticus, Updates in 
PT, SLP and Nutrition, and various lectures in Pediatrics, Hematology/Oncology and 
Pulmonology. Our keynote speaker this year will be Amy Dzierba PharmD, BCCCP, FCCM who 
is the current SCCM executive committee Secretary. The registration link is coming soon in 
June. Also, we will be hosting a free social event at Cascade in the Embassy Suites in Tampa 
FL on Friday October 3rd from 6-8pm. Food and beverages will be provided. We hope to see 
you there!  
 
Below is a link to the 2025 Annual Symposium Flyer: 
Annual Symposium - Florida Chapter Society of Critical Care Medicine 
 
Education & Programming Committee 
Bob Cambridge, DO, MPH; dr.bob.cambridge@gmail.com 
Incoming Chair: Lan Bui, PharmD, MPH; lan.n.n.bui@gmail.com 
Incoming Interfacility conference chair: Martin Cearras, MD; mcearras@gmail.com 
 
The Florida Chapter has partnered with the fellowship training programs at AdventHealth 
Orlando and Orlando Regional Medical Center to hold one-hour lectures every other month on 
the second Friday at noon on a variety of critical care topics. The goal of the series is to discuss 
critical care topics and then delve into how the guidelines can differ from facility-specific 
approaches. If you work at a training program in the state of Florida and your teaching faculty 
would like to get involved, please email dr.bob.cambridge@gmail.com. The link to attend the 
lectures online are posted through SCCM Connect a few weeks prior to the lecture date. 
 
Membership Committee 
Vishal Singh, MD; vishalsingh.md@gmail.com  
Incoming Chair: Sydney McNeill, PharmD, BCCCP; sydney.mcneill@orlandohealth.com 
 
The Membership Committee is focused on interprofessional membership expansion across the 
entire state of Florida since our chapter’s inception. This year we will continue to work to 
promote the growth of critical care medicine in Florida. This committee works closely with the 
rest of the region in order to grow and sustain the Florida Chapter. If you are interested in 
getting involved in the Membership Committee, please contact Vishal Singh at 
vishalsingh.md@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

mailto:mlevesque@tgh.org
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Fundraising/Marketing Committee 
Joanna Brennan, PharmD, BCCCP; joanna.brennan@adventhealth.com  
Incoming Chair: Michelle Dillon, PharmD, BCCCP; michelle.dillon@adventhealth.com 
 
The Fundraising/Marketing Committee has significantly increased the presence of SCCM 
Florida Chapter on social media over the past several years. We have been using Facebook 
(@FLChapterSCCM), X (@SccmFl), and LinkedIn, in addition to SCCM Connect and our 
website (www.floridasccm.com), to advertise our upcoming events, highlight our members, and 
bring awareness to critical care related events. Please make sure you are following our social 
media accounts and feel free to reach out to us so that we can follow you as well! We were also 
able to donate $5,000 earlier this year to hurricane Helene and Milton responses and we hope 
to expand our philanthropic efforts in the upcoming year. Please reach out 
to joanna.brennan@adventhealth.com if you are interested in joining the fundraising and 
marketing committee! 
 
Professional Engagement Committee 
Kaitlin M. Alexander, PharmD, BCCCP; kaitlin.alexander@cop.ufl.edu  
Incoming Chair: Keith Dombrowski, MD; kdombrowski@tgh.org 
 
Congratulations to our newly elected officers! We’re excited to see the leadership and vision 
you’ll bring to the Chapter. Looking ahead, recruitment for the roles of President-Elect, 
Secretary, and three Board of Directors positions will take place in Spring 2026—stay tuned for 
more details on how to get involved. 
  
We’re excited to announce that planning is underway for the 2025–2026 Mentor-Mentee 
Program. An official call for mentors and mentees will be released this summer. We especially 
encourage mentees who are pursuing FCCM or are new practitioners/trainees to apply. 
Additionally, we’re working on launching a sponsored membership initiative for new Florida 
Chapter members—more information coming soon! 
 

Regional Updates 

State Regional Coordinator  
Melissa Santibañez, PharmD, BCCCP; msantibanez56@gmail.com  
Incoming Chair: Bea Adams, PharmD, BCPS, BCCCP, FCCM; 
badams@tgh.org 
 
Calling all interested members! If you would like to get more involved 
in your specific region, please reach out to the chair. We are also 
planning a Summer 2025 networking event for the North FL areas! 
 
Regions: NEW – be on the lookout for more information and 
upcoming events for your region starting this Fall! 

1. North Region 
2. East Region 
3. South Region 
4. West Region   

mailto:joanna.brennan@adventhealth.com
mailto:michelle.dillon@adventhealth.com
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Join the SCCM Florida Chapter! 
 
For information on the Florida Chapter, visit https://floridasccm.com/  
 
Instructions on becoming a member of the Florida Chapter: 

• If you are not an SCCM member, but want to join the Florida Chapter, click on the 
link below and then do the following: 
o https://connect.sccm.org/communities/chapters  
o Click on “Florida Chapter”, then “Join Chapter” 
o Complete the SCCM Chapter Membership Application  
o Pay the $45 Florida Chapter dues  
o We highly encourage all Florida Chapter members to be involved in national SCCM!  

 

• If you are an SCCM member and wish to join the Florida Chapter, click on the link 
below and then do the following: 
o https://connect.sccm.org/communities/chapters  
o Clock on “Florida Chapter”, then “Join Chapter” 
o Click on “Login to Add to Cart” or “Join/Renew” if already logged in 
o Then pay the chapter dues 
o Or pay the chapter dues of $45 with your annual SCCM membership renewal 

 
Please reach out to us on Facebook (@FLChapterSCCM), X (@SCCMFL), LinkedIn (sccm-
florida-chapter), or via email FLChapterSCCM@gmail.com. 
 
 
  

about:blank
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
Q: How do I become a member of Florida Chapter of SCCM? 
A: If you are an SCCM member and wish to join the Florida Chapter, click on the link below and 
then do the following: 

• https://connect.sccm.org/communities/chapters  

• Clock on “Florida Chapter”, then “Join Chapter” 

• Click on “Login to Add to Cart” or “Join/Renew” if already logged in 

• Then pay the chapter dues 

• Or pay the chapter dues of $45 with your annual SCCM membership renewal 
 
Q: Do I have to be a member of SCCM to join the Florida Chapter? 
A: No, you do not. If you are not an SCCM member, but want to join the Florida Chapter, click 
on the link below and then do the following: 

• https://connect.sccm.org/communities/chapters  

• Click on “Florida Chapter”, then “Join Chapter” 

• Complete the SCCM Chapter Membership Application  

• Pay the $45 Florida Chapter dues  
We do highly encourage all Florida Chapter members to be involved in national SCCM! 
 
Q: How can I sign my facility up to attend and listen to the Interfacility Didactic 
Conferences? 
A: If you work at a training program in the state of Florida and your teaching faculty would like to 
get involved, please email dr.bob.cambridge@gmail.com. The link to attend the lectures online 
are posted through SCCM Connect a few weeks prior to the lecture date. 
 
Q: Can anyone attend the Florida Chapter Symposium? 
A: Yes! While we encourage everyone to get involved with the FL SCCM Chapter, membership 
is not required to register. The registration information will be posted to the FL SCCM website 
soon and to SCCM connect so be sure to keep an eye on your emails. 
 
Q: How do I get more involved with SCCM? 
A: Membership in SCCM opens new opportunities to connect with like-minded critical care 
professionals and develop professionally. From Specialty Sections and Chapters to Knowledge 
Education Groups and committees, there are many ways to get involved with SCCM and make 
the most of your membership. For more information on these opportunities, please 
visit https://www.sccm.org/member-center/get-involved. 
 
Q: How do I get involved with Florida Chapter SCCM? 
A: There are many meaningful ways to engage with the Florida Chapter of SCCM. Whether 
you're looking to contribute your time, skills, or ideas, we welcome your involvement! 
 

• Join a Committee 
o Volunteer with one of our active committees: 

▪ Education & Programming (Lan Bui, lan.n.n.bui@gmail.com) 
▪ Membership (Sydney McNeill, Sydney.McNeill@orlandohealth.com) 
▪ Fundraising/Marketing (Michelle Dillon, michelle.dillon@adventhealth.com) 

about:blank
about:blank
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▪ Professional Engagement (Kaitlin Alexander,Kaitlin.alexander@cop.ufl.edu) 

• Attend Regional Events 
o Participate in our local events to connect with fellow professionals and stay 

engaged with the community. Contact Bea Adams (badams@tgh.org) for more 
information regarding upcoming events in your area. 

  
If you're interested in volunteering, please email us at FLChapterSCCM@gmail.com. You can 
also reach out directly to the chairs of the committees that interest you. 
 
Q: How do I apply for any of the scholarships? 
A: Up to three $1,000 scholarships will be awarded annually to promote participation in SCCM-
related activities (such as SCCM Annual Congress, Ultrasound course, etc). To apply, you must 
have an abstract or case report accepted to the FL SCCM Annual Symposium. Deadlines for 
abstracts and case reports is usually in August each year. Additionally, you must be a FL 
chapter member in good standing and must submit your CV and a maximum 500-word essay on 
how attending an SCCM educational session would benefit critical care at your hospital. These 
materials may be submitted through the Annual Symposium application after submission of an 
abstract/case report. 
 
Q: How do I become a fellow of SCCM? 
A: The designation of Fellow of the American College of Critical Care Medicine (FCCM) honors 
practitioners, researchers, administrators, and educators who have made outstanding 
contributions to the field of critical care. Fellows are recognized for their clinical excellence and 
achievements in program development, scholarly activities relating to critical care, and regional 
or national leadership. If you meet the following requirements and are interested in becoming a 
fellow, please consider joining our mentor-mentee program where we will pair you with a mentor 
from the Florida Chapter who can guide you through the application process and provide more 
specific examples. 

 
Requirements if Applying for Fellowship 

• Be an active Professional or Select member of SCCM for at least 2 consecutive years 
immediately prior to application. 

• Have a minimum of five years of post-training involvement in the field of critical care 
• Be licensed (if license available) to practice in a healthcare category in the U.S. or 

Canada. If applying as a physician member, then must be U.S. board certified. 
• Have a certificate of special competence in critical care or its equivalency, as determined 

by the category of your application. 
• Have devoted at least 50% of time to critical care in practice, research, administration, or 

teaching for at least two years prior to applying to ACCM. 
• Be able to demonstrate a collaborative model of critical care, in which the efforts of 

several disciplines are coordinated to provide optimal patient care. 
• Have made significant contributions to the perception, delivery, or management of the 

critically ill in the three areas of Program Development, Scholarly Contributions, and 
Leadership. 

• Be sponsored by two individuals, at least one of whom is an active ACCM Fellow, who 
can substantiate the professional history and outstanding merit of the applicant, with 

mailto:Kaitlin.alexander@cop.ufl.edu
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particular emphasis on areas of demonstrated excellence and leadership in a 
collaborative model of critical care. 
 

Application Requirements 
• Complete CV using ACCM template 
• Personal statement highlighting achievements in each of the following 4 categories: 

o Collaborative multiprofessional practice 
o Program development 
o Scholarly activities relating to critical care 
o Regional or National SCCM engagement and leadership 

• Certificate of special competence in critical care 
• Current copy of license 
• Two letters of support (one must be from an active FCCM); letters must include the same 

required sections as the personal statement 
• Two professional time verification forms confirming 50% of professional time is devoted 

to critical care 
• Professional photo 
• Application should be submitted between January and March each year. 

 


